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Matthew 1:1 - NIV

Ask and it will be given to you; seek
and you will find; knock and the
door will be opened to you.
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Matthew 1:8

For everyone who asks receives;
the one who seeks finds; and to the
one who knocks, the door will
be opened.
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Which of you, if your son asks for
bread, will give him a stone?
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Matthew 7:10

Or if he asks for a fish,
will give him a snake?
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Matthew 1:11

If you, then, though you are evil,
know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your
Father in heaven give good gifts to

those who ask him!
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Matthew 7:12

So in everything, do to others what
you would have them do to you, for
this sums up the Law and the
Prophets.
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Principle #1

There are several contextual clues in
the Sermon on the Mount that should
cause us to re-evaluate whether or not

Jesus' primary focus in His commands
to ask, seek, and knock, are really
about every individual's personal and
unique prayer requests.
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Matthew 1:1

Ask and it will be given to you; seek
and you will find; knock and the
door will be opened to you.
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Matthew 1:8

For everyone who asks receives;
the one who seeks finds; and to the
one who knocks, the door will
be opened.
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Contextual Problems

If "asking, seeking, and knocking" were
about our individual, personal, and

unique prayers concerning the things
we want or need, why didn't Jesus
teach us this right after He taught His
disciples “The Lord’s Prayer"?
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Contextual Problems

If this is about our individual prayers, why
bother teaching us not to "worry" before

this teaching and why bother teaching us
that God knows all our needs before we
ask and reassure us that He will supply all
our needs, if He wants us to constantly
ask, seek, and knock?
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Contextual Problems

Jesus’ three present, continuous
imperatives — meaning ask, seek, knock
— come with three promises from

Jesus, which are that if you ask and you
seek and you knock; you will receive,
vou will find, and the door will be
opened to you.
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Contextual Problems

So, when it comes to our individual,
personal, and unique prayers about

things that matter to us, who here has
received these promises every time?
How about half the time?
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Contextual Problems

Could it be that too many scholars,
Christians, and churches have fallen

victim to practicing eisegesis instead of
practicing exegesis with regards to this
passage?
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THE INTERPRETER THE INTERPRETER

MAKES THE ALLOWS THE
SCRIPTURE SCRIPTURE TO
SAYS WHAT HE SAY WHAT GOD

WANTS IT TO SAY. HAS TO SAY.
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Contextual Problems

Let us not forget that context
determines meaning and that God’s

Lord is clear about things that are
necessary to be understood and obeyed
in order for a person to be saved.
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James 4:1 - NIV

What causes fights and quarrels
among you? Don’t they come from
vour desires that battle within you?
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James 4:2a

You desire but do not have,
so you kill. You covet but you
cannot get what you want,
so you quarrel and fight.
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James 4:2b

You do not have
because you do not ask God.
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James 4:3

When you ask, you do not receive,
because you ask with wrong
motives, that you may spend what
you get on your pleasures.
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Principle #1

There are several contextual clues in
the Sermon on the Mount that should
cause us to re-evaluate whether or not

Jesus' primary focus in His commands
to ask, seek, and knock, are really
about every individual's personal and
unique prayer requests.
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Principle #2

When Jesus commands us to ask, seek,
and knock, so that we can receive,
find, and have the door opened to us;

He is simply pre-answering every
question in every heart and mind
regarding every truth in His Sermon
on the Mount.
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The Questions

Is it really possible to live this way?
How can | love my enemy?

Why must | love my enemy?
How can | build up my treasure in
heaven instead of on earth?
How do | seek your Kingdom first?
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The Answer

Jesus’ answer to every doubt and
every question in every heart, mind,

and spirit regarding the truths in His
Sermon is that they ask, seek, and

knock; they will surely receive, find,

and have the door opened unto them.




B, <THFERPNE—

RENMREME SN TR

“Brok. FEFMAPT”, XFEAfb

NyE=“SE. FNH, FAI]
CICA ) Ga




Principle #2

When Jesus commands us to ask, seek,
and knock, so that we can receive,

find, and have the door opened to us;
He is simply pre-answering every
question in every heart and mind

regarding every truth in His Sermon.
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Matthew 1:1 - NIV

Ask and it will be given to you; seek
and you will find; knock and the
door will be opened to you.
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Matthew 1:8

For everyone who asks receives;
the one who seeks finds; and to the
one who knocks, the door will
be opened.
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L EY A

Which of you, if your son asks for
bread, will give him a stone?
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Matthew 7:10

Or if he asks for a fish,
will give him a snake?
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Matthew 1:11

If you, then, though you are evil,
know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your
Father in heaven give good gifts to

those who ask him!
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Principle #2

When Jesus commands us to ask, seek,
and knock, so that we can receive,

find, and have the door opened to us;
He is simply pre-answering every
question in every heart and mind

regarding every truth in His Sermon.
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Principle #3

Jesus’ three present, continuous
imperatives (commands) “ask, seek,

knock” seem to point to a rising scale
of intensity in His disciple’s prayers,
focus, and actions that are to become
the new normal in His Kingdom.
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Matthew 1:1

Ask and it will be given to you; seek
and you will find; knock and the
door will be opened to you.
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Principle #3

Jesus’ three present, continuous
imperatives (commands) “ask, seek,

knock” seem to point to a rising scale
of intensity in His disciple’s prayers,
focus, and actions that are to become
the new normal in His Kingdom.
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To “Ask” indicates coming to God with
humility and consciousness of need.

Asking shows a dependence on God
for needs that we refuse to have met
any other way and that’s pleasing
to God.
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To “Seek” indicates to commune with
God on the matter. What does God
want? Does what God wants match

what I’'m asking for? As you seek,
are you looking at God's hands, or are
vou looking at God's face? Seek His
face and not His hands.
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Psalm 27:8

My heart says of you,
“Seek his facel!”
Your face, Lord, | will seek.
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Psalm 105:4

Look to the Lord and his strength;
seek his face always.
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Psalm 119:2

Blessed are those who keep
his statutes and seek him with
all their heart—



B 119:2
BT AERE,
—'L‘%Z%ﬂi’.ﬂ"] y
XAEAFE]




Matthew 6:33

But seek first his kingdom and his
righteousness, and all these things
will be given to you as well.
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To “Seek” indicates to commune with
God on the matter. What does God
want? Does what God want match

what you're asking for? As you seek,
are you looking at God's hands, or are
vou looking at God's face? Seek His
face and not His hands.
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To knock involves physical movement,
one in which the Christian takes

action. Although asking is very good,
and seeking is even better, they would
both be incomplete without knocking.
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Knocking means that after hearing the
Lord's response to your asking and

seeking, we in turn ask, “Lord, what
are you asking me to do to be part of
Your answer to my prayer?”
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Principle #3

Jesus’ three present, continuous
imperatives (commands) “ask, seek,

knock” seem to point to a rising scale
of intensity in His disciple’s prayers,
focus, and actions that are to become
the new normal in His Kingdom.
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Principle #4

Jesus’ imperatives to ask, seek, and
knock are His personal invitation to
anyone and everyone who wants to

enter into His Kingdom, for surely,
everyone who does will receive, will
find, and will have the door opened
for them.
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Principle #5

Aside from salvation and entrance into
Christ’s Heavenly Kingdom, there is
only one topic wherein the results of

asking, seeking, knocking will
ALWAYS — without exception —
lead to receiving, finding, and having
the door opened.
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Principle #6

More often than not, Jesus will gladly
cause us to receive, find, and have
the door opened for us when we

ask, seek, knock for Him to change
our heart, for Him to transform our
person, and for Him to make us more
like Jesus.
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