Part 5
Evye for Eye
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Matthew 5:38 - NIV

You have heard that it was said,
‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’
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Matthew 5:39a

But | tell you, Do not resist an euvil
person.



I K E 5:39a

RARRSFIRN], AESE
ATEXS,



Matthew 5:39b

If someone strikes you on the right
cheek, turn to him the other also.
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Matthew 5:40

And if someone wants to sue you
and take your tunic, let him have
vour cloak as well.
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Matthew 5:41

If someone forces you to go one
mile, go with him two miles.
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Matthew 5:42

Give to the one who asks you, and
do not turn away from the one who
wants to borrow from you.
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Deuteronomy 19:20- NIV

The rest of the people will hear of this
and be afraid, and never again will
such an evil thing be done among you.
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Deuteronomy 19:21- NIV

Show no pity: life for life, eye for
eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand,
foot for foot.
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Intention of the Law of Retaliation #1

The Law of Retaliation is prominent in the Torah as
God’s means of providing justice and of purging evil
from among His people. It was established as a check
to inappropriate punishment. It was given to
establish equivalence of loss in a given circumstance.
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Intention of the Law of Retaliation #2

The Law of Retaliation is to be
imposed by the civil authorities and
civil courts to protect the public,
punish offenders, and deter crime.
It was not to be administered
by individuals.
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Deuteronomy 19:16-11
If a malicious witness takes the stand
to accuse a man of a crime, the two
men involved in the dispute must
stand in the presence of the LORD
before the priests and the judges who
are in office at the time. The judge
must make a thorough investigation...
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Intention of the Law of Retaliation #3

God liberates His people from the need to
exact personal revenge. They were able to
pursue a higher ethical standard; They
were able to love and serve one other.
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Leviticus 19:18 NIV

Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge
against one of your people, but love your
neighbor as yourself. | am the LORD.
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Twist of the Law of Retaliation #1

God put the limit not an obligation of
punishment. Twisted obligations became
another form of "burden” for the God’s people.
God's mercy and kindness were no longer visible
in the interpretation of the law.
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Twist of the Law of Retaliation#®#2

The Law of Retaliation had been abused to promote
personal revenge. In the turbulent world of Jesus’ day,
when Jews were under the rule of the Roman and there
was ho apparent justice to protect Jews, the personal
retaliation through violent resistance became worse.
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Matthew 5:39a

But | tell you, Do not resist an
evil person.
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The Fulfillment of the Law

Jesus condemns the abuse of the law of retaliation
and promotion of personal revenge. Jesus said
that the righteousness of His Kingdom did not

consist of obsessively paying back an eye for an
eye, but it was obtained through mercy.
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Stop React in flesh

Do not think first about revenge or
retribution, even when we are being
abused or wronged.

AEEFAEZERKRE. BIERMNZEE



Let Christ React through you

Our first responsibility is to reverse the dynamic
of the situation from taking to giving.
We must think of ways to advance the Kingdom
of Heaven and its influence on this earth.
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Matthew 5:39b

If someone strikes you on the right
cheek, turn to him the other also.
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Illustration #1

When your heart is filled with revenge, your focus is on
"being offended and humiliated,"” and your mind and
thoughts are controlled by the offender's behavior.

SIRBIRIOBEIR RIS RES, IREIXERABAEH K
B, EF' L, LEBRSEHEBIRENITAAIEH;

On the contrary, when you refuse to respond in the flesh,
you are inviting with the love and forgiveness of the
kingdom of heaven;
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Illustration #1

When you refuse to react in the flesh, it is because you know
that you were once "unworthy", but Jesus Christ redeemed you
with his blood.
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In doing so, you are inviting the offender to become your brother
and live in harmony with Jesus in the kingdom of God.
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You are also eliminating the motivation for attacking.
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Matthew 5:40

And if someone wants to sue you
and take your tunic, let him have
vour cloak as well.
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Illustration #2

Jesus makes a startling demand of his disciples.
They must reverse the dynamic. Instead of
defending themselves or seeking retaliation, they
must give to this person their most basic
hecessities.
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Illustration #2

* |f lawsuit makes them forced to give up the
shirt then out of love and in a spirit of
reconciliation, give away their cloak to do
more than the law requires them to do.
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Matthew 5:41

If someone forces you to go one
mile, go with him two miles.
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Illustration #3

Transform the way we think. In our heart we say:
“I'am NOT going to take retribution or revenge upon
people who wronged me, but with the love of Jesus,

I'm going to forgive them and look for a way to do good
towards them.
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Illustration #3

Instead of looking to oppose my enemies and defeat
them and get revenge against them, | will do good
towards them and take a situation where they're trying
to manipulate me. I'm going to transform that
manipulation into a free act of love.
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Matthew 5:42

Give to the one who asks you, and
do not turn away from the one who
wants to borrow from you.
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Illustration #4

With these sayings Jesus removes the
obligation of judging the merit of the
request for charity or the loan.
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Jesus Christ is a vivid example

Jesus himself lived out this radical principle and
became a vivid example for his followers.
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He loved us so much that he died for sinners.
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Jesus Christ is a vivid example

The obligation of Jesus’ disciples is not first to retaliate for the evil done
to us or to protect ourselves and our personal interests.

Our primary obligation is to serve those around us, both those who
seem to deserve it and even those who don’t.

As disciples of the Lord, do not become an obstacle for others
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to turn to God.
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