


Part 4
Jesus’ Teachings on
Adultery, Divorce, and
the Purity of Marriage
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Matthew 5:217 - NIV

You have heard that it was said,
‘You shall not commit adultery.’
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Matthew 5:28

But | tell you that anyone who looks
at a woman lustfully has already
committed adultery with her
in his heart.
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Matthew 5:29

If your right eye causes you to
stumble, gouge it out and throw it
away. It is better for you to lose one
part of your body than for your
whole body to be thrown into hell.
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Matthew 5:30

And if your right hand causes you to
stumble, cut it off and throw it
away. It is better for you to lose one
part of your body than for your
whole body to go into hell.
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Matthew 5:31

It has been said, ‘Anyone who
divorces his wife must give her a
certificate of divorce.’
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Matthew 5:32

But | tell you that anyone who
divorces his wife, except for sexual
immorality, makes her the victim of
adultery, and anyone who marries a
divorced woman commits adultery.
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Part 3
Jesus’ Teachings on
Adultery, Divorce, and
the Purity of Marriage
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Principle #1

Context determines meaning. The task
of every Bible interpreter and

theologian is to understand what the
original author’s intended message
was to their original audience, and

how that message still applies today.
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Some Types of Context

 Authorial * Language
Historical * Literary

Physical * Societal
Grammatical

Cultural

Rhetorical
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Context helps readers understand
what they otherwise would not be
able to comprehend. It is a necessary
assistant, helping readers define

unknown words and make sense of
outside information. Without context,
readers would not be able to fully
understand the writer's intent.
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Principle #1

Context determines meaning. The task
of every Bible interpreter and

theologian is to understand what the
original author’s intended message
was to their original audience, and

how that message still applies today.
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Matthew 5:217 - NIV

You have heard that it was said,
‘You shall not commit adultery
(moicheuseis).’
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Matthew 5:28

But | tell you that anyone who looks
at a woman lustfully has already
committed adultery (emoicheusen)
with her in his heart.
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Matthew 5:32

But | tell you that anyone who
divorces his wife, except for sexual
immorality (porneias), makes her the
victim of adultery (moicheuthénai),
and anyone who marries a divorced
woman commits adultery (moichatai).
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moicheuthenai

Adultery in the O.T. involved sexual
intercourse with mutual consent

between a man, married or unmarried,

and the wife of another man.
(Lev. 20:10; cf. Deut. 22:22).
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Leviticus 20:10

If a man commits adultery with
another man’s wife—with the wife
of his neighbor—both the adulterer

and the adulteress are to be
put to death.
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Leviticus 20:11

If a man has sexual relations with
his father’s wife, he has dishonored
his father. Both the man and the
woman are to be put to death; their
blood will be on their own heads.
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Leviticus 20:12

If a man has sexual relations with
his daughter-in-law, both of them
are to be put to death. What they
have done is a perversion; their
blood will be on their own heads.
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Deuteronomy 22:22

If a man is found sleeping with
another man’s wife, both the man
who slept with her and the woman

must die. You must purge the evil
from Israel.
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Porneia is something less specific than
sexual infidelity but more than

something frivolous. Porneia includes
any sinful activity that intentionally
breaks the marriage covenant or
divides the marital relationship.
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Sexual Immorality - NIV
Unfaithful — NLT

Sexual Immorality — ESV
Sexual Immorality - MOUNCE
Adultery - KJV
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Principle #1

Context determines meaning. The task
of every Bible interpreter and

theologian is to understand what the
original author’s intended message
was to their original audience, and

how that message still applies today.




IBIRARELEXBIBEN - B =E
LERANMEZXNESEZE

FERIFEEEZENRRBR AR
BAMER - PIRZE R
SKRINZKEHR -




Principle #2

God originally instituted the certificate
of divorce in order to protect the

sanctity of marriage AND to protect
innocent women and wives.
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Deuteronomy 24:1

If a man marries a woman who
becomes displeasing to him because
he finds something indecent about
her, and he writes her a certificate
of divorce, gives it to her and sends
her from his house,
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Deuteronomy 24:2

and if after she leaves his house she
becomes the wife of another man,
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Deuteronomy 24:3

and her second husband dislikes
her and writes her a certificate of
divorce, gives it to her and sends
her from his house, or if he dies,
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Deuteronomy 24:4a

then her first husband,
who divorced her, is not allowed

to marry her again after she has
been defiled.
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Deuteronomy 24:4b

That would be detestable in the
eyes of the Lord. Do not bring sin
upon the land the Lord your God is
giving you as an inheritance.
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Principle #2

God originally instituted the certificate
of divorce in order to protect the

sanctity of marriage AND to protect
innocent women and wives.
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Principle #3

Divorce can be appropriate, legitimate,
or permissible before God in certain

situations, but it is never commanded.
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Principle #4

No other human relationship best
exemplifies or comes close to being

an accurate representation of the
covenant between God and His people
as much as marriage does.
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Principle #5

Jesus’ disciples can have the kind of
marriage that God originally designed

for His children, here and now.
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Principle #6

We must always be mindful of what
Jesus said and what Jesus did not say,

while never forsaking the heart
and spirit behind His original
intended message.
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Matthew 5:217 - NIV

You have heard that it was said,
‘You shall not commit adultery.’
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Matthew 5:28

But | tell you that anyone who looks
at a woman lustfully has already
committed adultery with her
in his heart.
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Jesus NEVER Said

Only men can commit adultery as
they lust after a married woman.

Women are immune to lust.

Lust only occurs when the targeted
object of lust is a married woman.
The sin of lust does not occur within
the same sex.
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Matthew 5:31

It has been said, ‘Anyone who
divorces his wife must give her
a certificate of divorce.’



OXKES 5:31 - NIV

%‘%Rﬁ%‘% . ; j\%"ﬁk% ’
U= Erg 07 S P




Matthew 5:32

But | tell you that anyone who
divorces his wife, except for sexual
immorality, makes her the victim of
adultery, and anyone who marries a
divorced woman commits adultery.
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Jesus NEVER Said

* A legitimately divorced person (in
God’s eyes) can never remarry.

* Anillegitimately divorced person (in
God’s eyes) can never remarry.

* lllegitimate divorce and illegitimate
marriage are unpardonable sins.
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Principle #6

We must always be mindful of what
Jesus said and what Jesus did not say,

while never forsaking the heart
and spirit behind His original
intended message.
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Principle #1

While there are always consequences
for disobeying the Lord, we must be

careful not to create oppressive
burdens that cancel out God’s grace,
mercy, forgiveness, and restoration.
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Part 3
Jesus’ Teachings on
Adultery, Divorce, and
the Purity of Marriage
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